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May 19, 2022

Dear Amherst Families,

As you may have seen in yesterday’s news, some students in a neighboring school district received a
text message that contained videos from the violent attack in Buffalo. Unfortunately this is not isolated
to one community and today some Amherst students and staff have reported receiving such a
message.

According to the Amherst Police Department, these text messages have been sent to random numbers
throughout our region, appear to have numbers from different states and countries and may come
across as an unknown or spam number. If you or your child(ren) receive a text message from a number
you do not recognize, avoid opening that message and delete it. If you or your child should
inadvertently open one of these texts, we recommend that you block the sender and immediately delete
the message. Do not share it with anyone. None of us should have to relive this tragedy through horrific
images or videos, especially our students, who are at very impressionable ages.

It seems to be a pattern in the aftermath of a tragedy that the occurrence of using social media for
negative purposes increases. In our buildings, we have been encouraging our students to keep the
lines of communication open with our adult staff and bring forward any concerns as soon as they
encounter a need or see something on social media. Now more than ever we ask you to continue
having a larger discussion with your child(ren) to reinforce the mantra, if you see something, say
something.

We also stress the importance of parents knowing how their children are using their phones and social
media accounts. Students who use social media for the wrong reasons can face severe consequences
and disciplinary action from the school district as well as law enforcement.

Working together we can help our children use social media in a responsible manner and keep
everyone safe.

Sincerely,

Anthony Panella, Superintendent
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